Occurrence of differentiated keratin peptide(K1) in cultured human squamous cell carcinomas.
To date, the largest keratin peptide(K1, 68 KD) has been absent in cultured human squamous cell carcinomas. Using a low salt aqueous solution, not containing high salt and Triton X-100, as a washing buffer for keratin extraction, followed by two dimensional polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis, immunological techniques and Northern blot analysis, we demonstrated K1 peptide in two kinds of cultured human squamous cell carcinomas. Until now keratin extraction has been done using high salt/Triton X-100 solution during which K1 peptide may be removed together developed an affinity with the buffer. Many investigators may have therefore overlooked K1.